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Abstract 

 The following study shows the demographic trends related to the population in Israel (divided 

according to educational systems): Jewish (public, religious-public, Ultra-Orthodox), Arab1 

(Moslem and Christian), Druze, Circassians, and Bedouins. 

 The study’s results show the growth rate of the elements of the wider Jewish population2 to be 

greater than the growth rate of the minority elements, and that this has a significant impact on 

the nature of Israel’s educational system. 

 The study’s conclusions are based on the recognition of demographic data as being dynamic. 

Treating demographic data as static is a common error, one which often frustrates the ability to 

assess future developments. 

Demographic Data – Basic Findings 

 A comparison of nominal demographic data from the Central Bureau of Statistics from 2010, to 

the 2007 forecast for 2010, clearly shows a significant discrepancy between the Central Bureau 

of Statistics’s forecast and the actual data. The Jewish population increased at a much higher 

rate than was forecasted, and the Arab population grew in line with the lower end of the 

forecast range. 

 

TABLE 1: Israeli population in 2010 vs. CBS forecast of 2007 

Population Actual Size Difference from high 
estimate 

Difference from low 
estimate 

Wider Jewish 
Population 

6,123,000 +107,500 +231,500 

Arab Population 1,574,200 -26,800 +700 
 

 The demographic trends show a sharp drop in the Israeli Arab birthrate (due to many reasons, 

including an increase in higher education) and a clear increase in the birthrate in the Jewish 

population (see chart below – Live Births in the State of Israel). In 2010 one can see a 73% 

increase in live births in the Jewish population, and a 45% increase in the Arab population.  

 Another indication is the decrease in the gap between the Jewish and Arab birthrates. If in 1965 

the Arab population could claim 4.95 more children per woman, the difference now (2010) 

stands at 0.6 children per woman. 

                                                           
1 The term 'Arabs' will be used to refer to all minority populations in the state of Israel (Christian Arabs, Muslim 
Arabs, Druze, Christians and Bedouins). 
2 Wider Jewish Population – The Jewish population as well as members of mixed families from the former Soviet 
Union who are not classified by nationality by the Ministry of Interior. 



 If the demographic trends, developing in Israel over the past 12 years, continue, the 

percentage of Jews should increase by 2030. 

 

 

 

 

Demographic Influences on the Educational System – General 

 One of the important conclusions that arise from an analysis of the Central Bureau of Statistics 

data on live births and the 0-6 age groups in the Jewish population is the indication of a rapid 

increase in the number of first grade students expected in the coming years in the Jewish 

educational system. Additionally, it points to stabilization and even a decrease in the number 

of first grade students in the Arab educational system. 

 The percentage of students in the Arab educational system out of all Israel’s total first grade 

student body will decrease from 29.1% in 2007 to only 24.3% in 2016 and 22.5% in 2020. At the 

same time the percentage of students in the Jewish educational system out of the total first 

grade student body will reach 75.7% by 2016 and 77.5% by 2020. 

 It is true that the percentage of students in the Jewish educational system has dropped since 

1998/9, but in the past two years this percentage has seen a growth trend (in line with the 

demographic trends mentioned above). 

Data on the Jewish educational system (public, religious-public, ultra-Orthodox) 

 Central Bureau of Statistics data on demographic developments in the ultra-Orthodox sector 

points to a decreased birthrate in this population, which began in 2001. (A 15.3% decrease from 

2001 to 2009.) At the same time, the birthrate of the general Jewish population rose during this 

period, due to the integration of immigrants from the former Soviet Union into Israeli society’s 

demographic frameworks. This phenomenon has important ramifications for the development 

of Jewish primary education in Israel, as it causes a decrease in the percentage of ultra-

Orthodox students. 

Live Births in the State of Israel 

(1955-2010) 

Total Fertility in Israel 

(1955-2009) 



 The percentage of students in the public-religious system, out of the total first grade student 

body, grew from 18.9% in 2007/8 to 19.6% in 2009/10. 

 The percentage of students in the public education system also grew, but only slightly, from 

55.6% in 2008/9 to 55.7% in 2009/10. Nevertheless, this can be seen as a turning point, as it is 

the first increase in the percentage of first graders in public education in 30 years. 

 

First grade students, in Jewish and Arab education, and forecast based on age and Live Births 

 

Summary 

 The main objective of any demographic forecast is to create the foundation for demographic 

policy. In other words, “how can we cause the desired outcome, or come as close as possible to 

the desired outcome?” A forecast cannot determine any result unequivocally. It can indicate 

trends in expected phenomena if conditions remain the same. 

 Assuming that 2010’s demographic circumstances will continue for at least the next four years, 

the percentage of students in the Jewish educational system is likely to reach 77.5% by 2020, 

and  the percentage of students in the Arab educational system will decrease to 22.5% of the 

total first grade student body – a 22% decrease compared to 2009. 

 The percentage of students in the public educational system will grow, and by 2040 it is likely to 

reach 64.3%. Likewise, in 2033, the percentage of students in the Ultra-Orthodox system is 

expected to equal the percentage in Arab education, at merely 18.3%. 


