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The Institute for Zionist Strategies is an independent non-partisan

organization dedicated to the preservation of the Jewish and democratic
character of the state of Israel, according to the principles of Israel's
Declaration of Independence.

The Institute strives to promote human rights within Israel in the spirit of the
principles of freedom, justice, integrity, and peace as prescribed by the Jewish
Heritage.

The Institute strives to fortify the bond between the Jews in the Diaspora and
the state of Israel, according to the values of Zionism.

The Institute engages in research, formulation and advancement of programs,
training of young leadership, organization of policy conferences, seminars,
and field study missions, and in other activities to strengthen the State of
Israel as the National Homeland of the Jewish People.

DYV 9546306 : TIPMI ,8 1Y) DY 1IN
8 Am Veolamo St., 9546306 Jerusalem
Tel. 4972 2 581 7196; Fax: +972 2 532 2422
info@izs.orq.il; www.izs.org.il
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5. Public transportation: Less than 0.75% of all bus lines in
Israel run on the Shabbath (161 of 2,200). Of the 161 running
on the Shabbath, 91 run in areas with a Jewish majority, while
70 lines run in areas with an Arab majority. Some of the lines
running on the Shabbath do so for a limited number of hours
only, and not throughout the day as is the case on weekdays.

6. Zoos: There are seven zoos operating in Israel, all of which
are, or were, members of the Israeli Zoo Association. All
operate on the Shabbath.

7. National parks: In Israel there are 38 national parks, all of
which are run by the Israel Nature and Parks Authority. Of
these, 37 are open on the Shabbath (only the City of David
National Park is closed).

B. Findings by geographical district

After examining the data pertaining to each geographical
district, it was discovered that the Tel Aviv district is most
blatantly active on the Shabbath, while the Jerusalem district
(which is comprised almost entirely of the city of Jerusalem) is
the least active district on the Shabbath. In figures: 90% of
museums in the Tel Aviv district operate on the Shabbath (9 of
10) in comparison to 44% in the Jerusalem district (4 of 9); 87%
of the cultural institutions in the Tel Aviv district operate on the
Shabbath (20 of 23), with only 20% operating in the Jerusalem
district (1 of 5); 29% of the malls and shopping centers in the
Tel Aviv district operate on the Shabbath (9 of 31), while in the
Jerusalem district 0% are open (0 of 15).

In most of the discussed fields, the central district of Israel and
the Haifa district boast the most activity on the Shabbath, yet
both lag behind the Tel Aviv district significantly. In the
northern and southern districts of Israel, activity on the
Shabbath is less extensive than the aforementioned districts,
but still more significant than the Jerusalem district.



Abstract

The study presents statistics, which have not previously been
published, concerning the scope of activity and work taking
place on the Shabbath in Israel in the fields of culture, leisure,
commerce and public transportation. We shall begin by
presenting the general findings arising from the study, followed
by data pertaining to particular geographical districts:

A. General Findings

1. Cinema: 98% of cinemas belonging to the Union of Cinemas
operate on the Shabbath (42 of 43). Cinema City in Jerusalem is
currently the only cinema closed on the Shabbath.

2. Museums: 65% of recognized museums operate on the
Shabbath (37 of 57). Of the 10 museums with the highest
number of visitors, 9 operate on the Shabbath —i.e. 90% (only
the Yad Vashem museum is closed).

3. Cultural Institutions (Houses of Culture and Theaters): 46%
of all cultural institutions operate on the Shabbath (39 of 85).
This number constitutes 31% of all houses of culture (17 of 54)
and 71% of all theatres (22 of 31). Among the bigger and more
central cultural institutions, the percentage of those open on
the Shabbath is much higher than the overall average: of the 12
existing cultural institutions seating more than 1000 persons,
10 are open on the Shabbath (83%).

In 13 of the local authorities around the country, the municipal
houses of culture are situated in community centers — this is
usually the case in local councils and relatively small cities in
the periphery. Of these, only 2 cultural institutions (15%) are
open on the Shabbath.

4. Malls and shopping centers: Of the 196 malls and shopping
centers, 30 operate on the Shabbath (20%).
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